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Special Groups

Itinerary
Culture – Religion – Nature – Gastronomic

3 nights – 4 days

Program
Day 1 Thursday: Arrival at Napoli Capodichino  airport where you will meet your tour escort and transfer to the Hotel, located in Viggiano, accommodation and overnight stay.

Day 2 Friday: Breakfast in the hotel and departure to Matera, On October 17, 2014, Matera was declared Italian host of European Capital of Culture for 2019.

[image: image6.jpg]



Meet with the tour guide and start of the tour. Known as "la Città Sotterranea" (the Subterranean City), Matera is well known for its historical center called "Sassi", considered World Heritage Site by UNESCO since 1993, along with the Park of the Rupestrian Churches. Matera has gained international fame for its ancient town, the "Sassi di Matera" (meaning "stones of Matera"). The Sassi originated in a prehistoric troglodyte settlement, and these dwellings are thought to be among the first ever human settlements in what is now Italy. The Sassi are habitations dug into the calcareous rock itself, which is characteristic of Basilicata and Apulia. Many of them are really little more than caverns, and in some parts of the Sassi a street lies on top of another group of dwellings. The ancient town grew up on one slope of the rocky ravine created by a river that is now a small stream, and this ravine is known locally as "la Gravina". In the 1950s, the government of Italy used force to relocate most of the population of the Sassi to areas of the developing modern city. Packed lunch or in an affiliated restaurant You should spend your afternoon to buy souvenirs or to see other beautiful sights nearby.

Transfer to the hotel, dinner and overnightstay.

Day 3 Saturday: Breakfast and excursion to Padula Charterhouse, in Italian Certosa di Padula (or Certosa di San Lorenzo di Padula), is a large Carthusian monastery, or charterhouse, located in the town of Padula, in the Cilento National Park (near Salerno) in Southern Italy. It is a World Heritage site.
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The monastery is the largest in Italy. Its building history covers 450 years, but the principal parts of the buildings are in Baroque style. It is a very large monastery, comprising 51,500 m² (12.7 acres), with 320 rooms and halls. The monastery has the biggest cloister in the world, covering 12,000 m² (2.97 acres) and surrounded by 84 columns. A famous spiral staircase of white marble inside an annex leads to the large library. The monastery also houses the archaeological museum of Western Lucania, which preserves a collection of all the finds unearthed in the excavations at the necropolis of Sala Consilina and Padula. This museum represents a period of time ranging from protohistory to the Hellenistic Age.

Packed Lunch or in an affiliated restaurant
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After lunch visit of the The Pertosa Caves (Italian: ''Grotte di Pertosa'') are a karst show cave system located in the municipality of Pertosa. They are situated by the eastern side of Alburni mountains, in the locality of Muraglione, 3 km (1.9 mi) in south of Pertosa. Due to the presence of Tanagro river the caves are rich of water and, after the main entrance, there is an underground lake, that offers a fascinating travel on boat in a magic quite contest. The caves were the set of some scenes of 1998 Italian horror film "Opera”, directed by Dario Argento.

Transfer to the hotel for special dinner where you will be entertained from local folkloristic group.


Day 4 Sunday: Breakfast and excursion to the Grumentum archaeological area. 
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The first settlements, of the Lucani, in the area date from the 6th century BC, but the town was founded by the Romans in the 3rd century BC, during the Samnite Wars, as a fortified vanguard. In 215 BC the Carthaginian general Hanno was defeated under its walls, and in 207 BC Hannibal made it his headquarters. In the Social War it appears as a strong fortress, and seems to have been held by both sides at different times. It became a colony, perhaps in the time of Sulla, at the latest under Augustus, and seems to have been of some importance. Its ruins include those of a large amphitheatre (arena 62.5 by 60 m (205 by 197 ft), 1st century BC), the only one in Lucania. There are also remains of a theatre. Near this area stands the Val D’Agri National Museum where have been exposed finds recovered from the excavation. 

As an alternative we suggest he visit of the historical centre of Viggiano
Knowned to be land of migrant street musicians who brought their music in Italy and worldwide through the centuries, as well as renowned for the construction of the harps. 
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Viggiano hosts the Papal Cathedral and the “Madonna Nera”, the Black Madonna that two times a year is brought in procession up to the Sacred Moutain at 12 km away; on the first Sundy of May the statue go up to the peak, and on the first Sunday of September the statue is brought again at the Church.

Transfer to the Hotel, lunch and end of services

___________________________________________________________

OFFER DETAILS:
RATES PER PERSON: € 300,00 in double room

2nd bed reduction: - 30%

3rd bed reduction: - 40%

Single room supplement: + 30%

·  A min. of 50 travelers is required
 - 

THE RATES INCLUDE:

Transport service for the whole tour in GT bus, Full board accomnodation (with 1st course, 2nd course, fruit or sweet, ¼ local wine, mineral water), driver escort and local guide where necessary, entrance fees at museum and archaeological sites, parking, VAT and taxes

THE RATES DO NOT INCLUDE: 

Extras in general,tips and anything not specified under “The rates include”.


